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Questions I would like to see answered

Timothy Travis

A lawyer representing a client in a domestic relations case in which child abuse is not an issue learns that his client has abused a child of the marriage.

A lawyer representing a client in a domestic relations case learns that his client has abused an unrelated child.

A lawyer representing a client in a real estate transaction learns that his client has abused his child.

A lawyer representing a client in a real estate transaction learns that his client is having an ongoing sexual relationship with a 16 year old girl.

Is the information about the client having committed child abuse “relating the representation of a client” in any of these situations?

In any of these situations is the lawyer bound by the Rule 1.6(a) of the Oregon Rules of Professional Conduct to not reveal the information about the abuse of the child?

In any of these situations, is the lawyer allowed to disclose the information, or required to disclose it, pursuant to Rule 1.6(b)(5), in order to comply with the duty assigned by law to lawyers as mandatory child abuse reporters?

In what circumstances might the other exceptions to Rule 1.6(b) have bearing on whether an attorney is allowed to or must report child abuse committed by a client?

